
 

MRPEA represents you at the Mississippi Capitol 
By Becky Cade 
I, along with my colleagues Ed LeGrand and Ann Thames, had the 
opportunity to visit with Mississippi Lieutenant Governor Tate Reeves 
January 11 at the Mississippi State Capitol on behalf of the Mississippi 
Retired Public Employees’ Association (MRPEA) Board of Directors. 
We appreciated Lt. Gov. Reeves taking time out of his busy schedule to 
meet with us and listen to our position regarding our pensions. Lt. Gov. 
Reeves has a uniquely knowledgeable perspective on the Public 
Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi (PERS), having 
previously served on the PERS Board of Trustees as State Treasurer; we 
are grateful for that perspective. We also had an earlier opportunity to 
visit with Mississippi House Speaker Philip Gunn at the Capitol December 16. 

We expressed to both Lt. Gov. Reeves and Speaker Gunn that the MRPEA Board of Directors has 
taken the position that no changes be made to the benefits provided through PERS. 

We also communicated that the MRPEA Board of Directors has every confidence that the PERS 
Board and staff are effectively managing our retirements funds. Moreover, we fully support the 
PERS Board’s funding policy, including the funding benchmarks. Specifically, we understand that 
the PERS Board has a plan in place to increase the employer contribution rate effective July 1, 
2018, if, as of June 30, 2017, the projected funded ratio in 2042 remains below 75 percent for a 
second year in a row or if, as of June 30, 2017, the projected funded ratio in 2042 falls below 60 
percent. We also understand that a healthy rate of return on investments this year may forestall any 
need for a contribution rate increase. 

We asked that Lt. Gov. Reeves, Speaker Gunn, and their colleagues take no unfavorable legislative 
action this year as it relates to PERS. We are pleased to report that – as of the printing of this 
newsletter – no harmful PERS-related legislation is pending before the Mississippi Legislature. 

MRPEA Day at the Capitol | Thank you to those of you who attended MRPEA Day at the 
Capitol February 8, 2017. This was an excellent opportunity to meet with many of our legislators to 
personally ask them for their continued support of our retirement system as it is today. Special 
thanks to LeGrand, Thames, and the Legislative Committee for coordinating this event. 

Other News | Rhonda Yates recently resigned as district director for District 3 because she no 
longer lives in that district. We are grateful for Yates’ service to the Board as district director and 
2016 Conference Committee chair. We wish her well! 

MRPEA recently surveyed candidates running for one of two retiree representative positions on the 
PERS Board of Trustees. All candidates were invited to complete the survey and return it to 
MRPEA. Responses were posted to the MRPEA website as received from the candidates. We hope 
this was helpful to those of you who voted in the recent retiree representative election.  
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MRPEA District Directors 
 

District 1 – Forrest, George, 
Greene, Hancock, Harrison, 
Jackson, Lamar, Pearl River, Perry, 
Stone 
Wynona Winfield 
601-955-4525 
wwlsubeach@yahoo.com 

District 2 - Adams, Amite, 
Claiborne, Copiah, Franklin, 
Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marion, Pike, 
Simpson, Walthall, Wilkinson 
Tony Byrne 
601-431-2250 
annetteb@cableone.net 

District 3 - Clarke, Covington, 
Jasper, Jones, Kemper, Lauderdale, 
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott, 
Smith, Wayne 
Vacant 
District 4 - Hinds, Madison, Rankin 
Vacant 

District 5 - Attala, Calhoun, 
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Clay, 
Lowndes, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Webster, 
Winston 
Marty Wiseman 
662-312-6166 
wmw3@msstate.edu 

District 6 - Bolivar, Carroll, 
Grenada, Holmes, Humphreys, 
Issaquena, Leflore, Sharkey, 
Sunflower, Warren, Washington, 
Yazoo 
Preston Ratliff 
662-897-4333 
p_ratliff2000@yahoo.com 

District 7 - Alcorn, Benton, 
Itawamba, Lee, Pontotoc, Prentiss, 
Tippah, Tishomingo, Union 
Robert McNeil 
662-680-9024 
ramcneil@comcast.net 

District 8 - Coahoma, DeSoto, 
Lafayette, Marshall, Panola, 
Quitman, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tunica, 
Yalobusha 
Thomas Toney  
662-563-3744 
thomasetoney@bellsouth.net 

MRPEA NEWS 
MRPEA board meeting minutes online 
The MRPEA Board of Directors has begun posting its quarterly board meeting minutes 
online so that interested individuals may become more familiar with the inner-workings of 
the organization. You may access the minutes from the MRPEA Meetings & Events page 
on our website by clicking the link under the Helpful Links banner on the home page. 

Letter to legislators 
The MRPEA Legislative Committee, chaired by Ed LeGrand, 
mailed letters in November to all members of the Mississippi 
Legislature and statewide elected officials seeking their continued 
commitment to the members and retirees of PERS. You may access 
the letter from the Find Your State Elected Officials page on our 
website by clicking the link under the Helpful Links banner on the 
home page. 

Partners meeting held January 9 
Led by Chairman Mike Larsen, the MRPEA Networking Committee has established an 
active, structured network of 19 partner organizations whose members are participating in 
or receiving benefits from PERS and who, therefore, share a common interest in 
supporting and protecting PERS. 

A meeting of representatives from the various partner organizations was held Monday, 
January 9, from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the Mississippi High School Activities Association 
in Clinton. This meeting provided an excellent opportunity for attendees to understand the 
relevant facts concerning PERS and to discuss ways that the organizations can work 
together in support of PERS. 

The Networking Committee continues its work to identify organizations interested in 
partnering with MRPEA. 

MRPEA annual meeting scheduled for July 10 
Our Annual Meeting will be Monday, July 10, from 1 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Hilton Jackson. Preregistration 
is not required, and there is no charge to attend. A 
reception will follow from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.  

Join members, potential members, and representatives 
from partner organizations in learning more about our 
organization while connecting with other like-minded active and retired public employees 
from around the state. 

We want to have speakers and vendors to cover topics and provide information that will be 
of interest to those who attend the meeting; therefore, we would like to hear from you 
regarding specific topics of interest or vendors that you might like to see in attendance. 
Please email Becky Cade at cade.consulting@att.net by March 31 with suggestions. 

It’s never too early to renew your membership 
Thank you to everyone who either joined or continued their active membership in MRPEA 
last year. We need your continued support and active participation for the coming year. 

Registering or renewing your MRPEA membership is easy! 
• Securely register or renew online at www.mrpea.org; or 
• Complete and return the Membership Registration/Renewal form on the back 

page of this newsletter. 
If you have questions about the status of your membership or if you need assistance with 
your online registration, please call or email us at 601-919-0670 or mrpea@bellsouth.net.   
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PERS News 
The best source for timely and accurate information about PERS is, well, PERS. We stay 
informed about PERS through updates from Executive Director Pat Robertson at our quarterly 
board meetings and annual meetings. We also regularly access the vast array of online resources 
available on the PERS website to obtain and share the facts about PERS. 

PERS releases 30-year projection report 
The projection results for PERS as of June 30, 2016, show that, with a fixed employer 
contribution rate of 15.75 percent of payroll and with an assumed annual rate of return of 7.75 
percent, PERS will achieve a funded ratio of 62.6 percent in 2042, down from a projection of 
80.6 percent as of June 30, 2015. The funding policy target is 80.0 percent by 2042. According to 
the report released by PERS in December 2016, if the projected funded ratio in 2042 does not 
increase above 75 percent in 2017, an increase in the employer contribution rate may be needed 
beginning in 2018. Access the full report from the Financial Overview section of the PERS 
website, www.pers.ms.gov. 

PERS publishes CAFR and PAFR 
In December 2016, PERS published its 2016 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 
and Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR) for the fiscal year that ended June 30. The PAFR is 
a brief, reader-friendly summary of the agency’s CAFR. Visit PERS’ website to review the 2016 
CAFR and PAFR, as well as their award-winning CAFRs and PAFRs from previous years. 

Dr. Brian Rutledge elected to PERS Board of Trustees 
Dr. Brian Rutledge, University of Mississippi Medical Center chief of staff, has been elected as 
the new institutions of higher learning representative on the PERS Board of Trustees. At its 
December 13 meeting, the Board certified the results of the runoff election between Rutledge and 
Porter Richard Swann, Mississippi State University Extension Service fiscal administrator. 
Rutledge’s term will run from December 2016 to December 2022, which includes the remaining 
two weeks of a term left vacant at the passing of Dr. Cecil L. Hill. 

Retiree representative election 
The PERS Board of Trustees is conducting an election for one of two retiree representative 
positions due to the term expiration of Dr. Richard C. Miller. PERS mailed ballots on or about 
January 6 to PERS retirees to elect a representative to replace Miller, whose term will end April 
30, 2017. When he leaves the Board, Miller will have served nearly 22 years as a trustee. He 
served from January 1993 to June 2008 as the Institutions of Higher Learning employee 
representative. His six-year term as a retiree representative began May 2011. 

Twenty-three candidates qualified to run for this position; eligible candidates are retired 
members receiving a retirement allowance from PERS. Voting closed 5:00 p.m., February 6, and 
the PERS Board will certify the election results at its February 28 meeting. The new term for this 
position will run from May 1, 2017, to April 30, 2023. A runoff election is expected. 

The 10-member PERS Board includes the state Treasurer, a gubernatorial appointee who is a 
member of PERS, two retirees, two state employees, and one representative each of public 
schools and community/junior colleges, Institutions of Higher Learning, counties, and 
municipalities. Other than the state Treasurer and the gubernatorial appointee, board members 
are elected to staggered six-year terms. 

PEER publishes 2016 update on financial soundness of PERS 
The Mississippi Legislature's Joint Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure 
Review (PEER) has published its 2016 update on the financial soundness of PERS. This is the 
fifth in a related series of annual reports issued by PEER since December 2012 and provides a 
concise, objective overview of where PERS stands financially. The report also includes an update 
on the status of the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol Retirement System. Access the full report 
(#607 | January 23, 2017) from PEER’s website, www.peer.ms.gov. 

Contact MRPEA 

Deirdre McGowan  
Executive Director 

601-919-0670 
mrpea@bellsouth.net 

www.mrpea.org 
 
 

Meetings and Events 
 

MRPEA Board Meeting 
April 10, 2017 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
location to be determined 

 
MRPEA Board Meeting 

July 10, 2017 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Hilton Jackson 
 

MRPEA Annual Meeting 
July 10, 2017 

1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Hilton Jackson 
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Partner Organizations 
Mississippi Association of Personnel 

Administrators (MAPA) 

Mississippi Association of School 
Administrators (MASA) 

Mississippi Professional Educators 
(MPE) 

Mississippi Public Health Association 
(MPHA) 

Public Employees’ Retirement System of 
Mississippi (PERS) 

Retired Education Personnel of 
Mississippi (REPM) 
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   Membership Registration/Renewal 
¨  $20 Annual Rate (August 1 – July 31) ¨  $250 Life Rate ¨  I want to support MRPEA with the enclosed donation 

Check One: ¨ Miss ¨ Ms. ¨ Mrs. ¨ Mr. ¨ Dr. Other: ___________________________  

Name _______________________________________________ County __________________________  

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________  

City _______________________________________ State ________________________ Zip __________  

Home Phone ________________________________ Cell Phone ________________________________  

Email __________________________________________________ Date of Birth ___________________  

Signature ____________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

Mail this form with a check payable to: MRPEA, P.O. Box 5580, Brandon, MS 39047-5580 

For other convenient payment options, register or renew online at www.mrpea.org. 


